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CRITICIZES RUMANIAN PERIODICAL

L. Maior, D. Marinescu, N. Stanescu

Comertul Interior (Domestic Trade) is published by the Ministry of Domestic Trade
and by the Federation of Employees*' Unions in Commerce » Finance, and Cooperatives.
The periodical is published to stimulete the political and professional education of
Personnel under the Ministry of Domestic Trade. It las dealt with the following sub-
Jects: the distribution of consumers' goods, trade between city and country, commer-
clal education, planning of school activities, the utilization of local resources ’
the value of continued reduction of distribution expenses, the preservation of per-
ighable commodities, and errors in internal trade. Articles by Soviet writers appear
in every issue. Other erticles are written by workers in Rumanian enterprises. The
periocdical has dealt with both practical and theoreticsl problems. :

However, it has failed to handle important questions properly. Not a single
issue contained specific examples of achlevements in the distribution of goods,
trade between city and country, nr the discovery of capitalist speculatcrs deal-
ing in commodities. Insufficient attention has been given to the production of
consumers' goods. Only oue article, entitled, "Toward a Closer Connection Between
Production and Distribution of Food Products," discuseed consumer goods production.
The article failed, however, to sclve the problem, either theoretically or prac~ .
tically. It contributeu <othing toward better quaiity and variety of goods. At the
same time, the authors did not study the words of Gheorghiu-Dej on socialist commerce,
nor did they appear familiar with the studies of the party and the government ip
this field.

Stating that state stores constitute the main source of supply for the workers is
erronecus. In a period when cepitalism has not been liauidated eitaer in commerce
or esgriewltars and wher  small 2aldizg predeminate 2grisulinre,
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No yarty or govermment organ effirms that state stores are the sole supply of the
‘worker. In addition to the trade carried on in state stores » there are cooperdative
and gtate collective trade, and also.collectives which sell the surplus of theiy
own plots. Stalin himself said that it would be a serious error to believe that
comierce can be developed along & single line. Comeriul Interior, by itg wunjustified
statement, underestimates the value of cooperative trade as an integrrl part of so-
clalist comerce. °

The periodical failed to combat errors in trade. It ignored a whole series of
party documents and articles on the subject. It published eight articles in 1951 on
the utilization of local resources. Howevex, none of these furnished any solution
%o the problems involved. The articles gave no concrete examples of errors or im-
provements. One article merely stated that it ig necessary to follow the experience
of the Soviet Union without pointing out which Sovies methods are applicable.

Only one article discussed planned économy. There was no effort to stimdate
roductivity of labor or to encourage the reduction of distribution costs and losges
in perishable commodities. Only one article was devoted to the important question
of the winter supply of vegetables to workers. The item pointed out the necessity
of cencluding contracts between state comereinl units and cooperatives, ‘on the one
hand, and between collection ara distribution agencies » on the other. There was

October pnd November issues.

A complete lack of Political vigilance on the bart of the staff is apparent.
For example, in the March issue, a passage is attributed to J. V. Stalin, whereas
it was not by him. In the same 1ssue, no author was mentioned for an article on
the planning of cost rroduction.

;

The periodical did very little to.encourage plan fulfillments. It dealt with
competitions in a superficisl manner; Achievements of Stakhanovites and enter- +
‘Prises were mentioned in general termsg, with no specific examples, There was
notcriticism of enterprises which failed to fulfill plans. The periodical did

not devote sufficient attention to new methods in trade and finance.

To improve in 1952, the _eriodical must have as its main theme the monetary
reform. In addition, it must combat capitalist elements in town and village,
uncover specwlators, and show empl oyees in trade and commerce the best methoas
for fulfulling their tasks. At present, when private businessis still necessary
in domegtic trade » it will be the duty of the periodical to show that socialist
enterprise is far superior. -

In additidn, Comertul Interior must uncover Taulty distribution of goods, point

out failures in contract Pulfiliment » encourage the construction of enterprises for
the utilization of lccal materials, and enforce plan discipline.
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